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Summary: Michelia compressa (Maxim.) Sarg. var. 
formosana Kaneh. or Michelia formosana (Kaneh.) 
Masam. & Suzuki is transferred to Magnolia'. M. 
compressa Maxim, var. formosana (Kaneh.) H. 
Ohashi. 

In a study on Magnoliaceae to revise ‘Wild 
Flowers of Japan’ (Satake et al. 1989), Michelia 
compressa (Maxim.) Sarg. var. formosana 
Kaneh. adopted by Tamura (1989) in the 
book should be transferred to Magnolia in the 
sense of Nooteboom (2008). The variety was 
regarded as a distinct species from Michelia 
compressa (Kaneh.) Masam. & Suzuki based on 
leaves and floral differences (Yamazaki 2000). 
However, leaves vary continuously between 
the two species and are useless as a diagnostic 
character. The blades of Michelia formosana 
are narrowly obovate or narrowly elliptic, 5-11 
cm long, and 2-4 cm wide, whereas in M. 
compressa they are narrowly obovate, obovate- 
oblong, or elliptic, 5-14 cm long, and 2-5 cm 
wide. On the other hand, the petal is available 
for distinguishing them: entirely pale yellowish 
white in M. formosana against pale yellowish 
white with a purplish basal part in M. compressa. 
The morphological differences between the 
two are associated with disjunct distribution: 
Michelia formosana occurs in Yaeyama Islands 
(Ishigaki and Iriomote Islands) and Taiwan, 
but M. compressa is found in Okinawa Islands 
northwards to Kanto District in Honshu, Japan. 
Accordingly, Michelia formosana should be 


transferred to Magnolia as a variety of Magnolia 
compressa Maxim. 

The following new combination is proposed 
here: 

Magnolia compressa Maxim, var. 
formosana (Kaneh.) H. Ohashi, comb. nov. 

Michelia compressa (Maxim.) Sarg. var. 
formosana Kaneh. in Trans. Nat. Hist. Soc. 
Formosa 20 : 384 (1930); Kaneh., Form. Tr. rev. 
ed.: 192, f. 139 (1936); Hatus., FI. Ryukyus: 284 
(1971); Tamura in Satake & al., Wild Flow. Jap. 
Wood. 1: 105(1989). 

Michelia formosana (Kaneh.) Masam. & 
Suzuki in Ann. Rep. (Annual) Taihoku Bot. 
Gard. 3: 57 (1933); T. Yamaz. in J. Jpn. Bot. 75: 
375 (2000). 

Magnolia formosana (Kaneh.) Yonek. in J. 
Jpn. Bot. 86:231 (2011). 
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